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To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  and  to  the  Contributors  to 
the  House  of  Refuge. 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge 
have  great  satisfaction  in  communicating  to  the  Le¬ 
gislature  and  to  the  Contributors,  their  annual  state¬ 
ment  of  the  condition  of  the  Institution  under  their 
charge,  and  of  being  enabled  to  say  that  its  benefits 
are  yearly  extending  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

The  inmates  have  enjoyed  their  usual  good  health. 
No  very’  serious  cases  of  indisposition  have  occurred, 
and  they  readily  yielded  to  the  prompt  and  skilful 
treatment  of  the  medical  attendants. 

Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  diet,  clothing  and  ex¬ 
ercise  of  the  pupils.  They  are  provided  with  nutri¬ 
tious  and  wholesome  food;  and  with  raiment  suitable 
to  the  season.  They  daily  enjoy  exercise  in  the  open 
air.  In  the  workshops  the  boys  are  employed  on  an 
average  eight  hours  a  day;  and  the  girls  are  occupied 
about  the  same  time,  in  various  household  duties.  By 
these  means  the  health  of  the  children  is  preserved 
and  their  constitutions  are  invigorated,  and  by  blend¬ 
ing  judicious  recreations  with  their  labours,  and  by 
not  tasking  them  beyond  their  ability,  work  seldom 
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becomes  irksome;  habits  of  industry  and  regularity 
are,  it  is  hoped,  formed,  which  will  be  lasting. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  employments  since 
the  last  report. 

The  Managers  have  been  sensibly  alive  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  proper  mental  culture  of  the  young  per¬ 
sons  under  their  guardianship,  believing  it  to  be  one 
of  the  happiest  and  most  efficacious  means  of  advan¬ 
cing  their  moral  improvement  and  future  usefulness. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification,  therefore,  to  the 
Board,  to  state  that  the  Schools  are  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

An  Assistant  Teacher  has  been  placed  in  the  Boys’ 
School.  The  Committee  on  the  Schools  are  required 
to  visit  them  at  least  twice  every  month,  and  semi¬ 
annual  examinations  are  held  in  the  presence  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

The  valuable  services  which  the  Ladies’  Committee 
continue  to  render,  are  duly  appreciated  by  the  Board. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  week  divine  service  is  per¬ 
formed  in  the  Chapel,  both  morning  and  afternoon,  by 
the  reverend  Clergy  of  different  denominations.  The 
serious  deportment  and  attention  of  their  youthful 
auditors,  are  good  evidence  that  the  lessons  of  piety 
inculcated  by  the  ministers  of  our  holy  religion  are  not 
in  vain. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  there  were  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-eight  inmates  under  the  guardianship  of 
the  Board,  viz:  one  hundred  and  five  boys  and  fifty- 
three  girls;  and  during  that  year  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  were  received — seventy-three  boys  and 
fifty-four  girls;  and  one  hundred  and  fourteen  left  the 


institution — seventy-one  boys  and  forty-three  girls. — 
Of  those  discharged, 

65  were  indentured,  viz: 


15  sent  to  sea, 

19  returned  to  their  friends, 

5  unsuitable  subjects, 

6  18  years  of  age, 

3  sent  to  the  Almshouse, 

1  escaped,  -  -  -  - 

The  accounts 


42  boys,  23  girls. 
15 


13 
0 
0 
0 
1  „ 

received  of  the  children  who  are 
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6 

5 

6 
3 


99 


99 


99 


99 


placed  out  under  indentures,  still  continue,  in  a  great 
majority  of  cases,  to  be  highly  favourable.  The  nu¬ 
merous  applications  for  apprentices,  enable  the  Inden¬ 
turing  Committee  to  select  good  places.  Those  in  the 
country  are  generally  preferred. 

Experience  confirms  the  opinion  heretofore  express¬ 
ed,  of  the  great  importance  of  having  children  sent  to 
the  Institution  before  habits  of  vice  are  confirmed. 
At  an  early  age,  evil  propensities,  by  careful  training, 
may,  in  most  instances,  under  Divine  Providence,  be 
eradicated,  and  virtuous  dispositions  implanted  and 
cultivated,  and  habits  of  regularity  and  industry  fixed. 

But  where  there  has  been  a  long  continuance  of  de¬ 


pravity,  and  the  period  during  which  the  discipline  of 
the  House  can  be  exerted,  is  short,  the  hope  of  refor¬ 
mation  is  greatly  diminished. 

The  most  painful  duty  the  Board  have  to  dis¬ 
charge,  is  that  of  declining  to  receive  into  the  Refuge 
those  w'hose  age  and  previous  course  of  life  render 
them  unfit  associates  for  the  members  of  our  family. 
Yet  if  these  unfortunates  had  been  placed  under  the 
parental  discipline  of  the  Institution  when  they  first 


6 


manifested  a  disposition  to  deviate  from  the  paths  of 
rectitude,  they  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  re¬ 
claimed,  and  rendered  virtuous  and  happy  members  of 
the  community. 

The  Library  is  still  a  useful  auxiliary  to  our  plan, 
affording  the  means  of  instruction  and  pleasure.  It  is 
regularly  resorted  to  by  the  inmates.  The  state  of 
the  funds  has  not  warranted  any  considerable  appro¬ 
priation  towards  its  support.  Many  of  the  books 
which  were  first  placed  in  it  by  the  generosity  of  the 
booksellers  of  Philadelphia,  are  now^  considerably  worn. 
The  Board  indulge  the  hope  that  they  again  may  re¬ 
ceive  further  aid  from  the  same  liberal  body. 

To  the  American  Sunday  School  Union,  and  to 
Charles  Whipple,  of  Newburyport,  Massachusetts,  the 
House  is  indebted  for  acceptable  donations  of  books. 

The  funds  of  the  Institution  have  been  husbanded 
with  rigid  economy.  The  Treasurer’s  account  will 
exhibit  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  past  year. 
The  Board  would  be  obliged  to  their  fellow  citizens 
for  any  aid  they  may  be  disposed  to  bestow,  to  increase 
the  funds  of  the  Refuge.  No  charity,  the  Managers 
believe,  is  more  deserving  of  public  favour,  and  assist¬ 
ance  would  at  this  time  be  particularly  acceptable,  as 
payment  of  a  mortgage  on  the  House  has  been  re¬ 
quired. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  accompany¬ 
ing  documents  hereunto  annexed,  will  be  found  inte¬ 
resting. 

O 

The  Officers  of  the  Institution  have  discharged  their 
duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 

In  conclusion,  the  Managers  fervently  desire  that 
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the  benefits  of  the  Institution  may  from  year  to  year 
be  extended,  and  that  tliere  may  be  continued  to  it  the 
beneficence  which  founded  and  has  continued  to  pros¬ 
per  it,  and  that  it  may  ever  enjoy  the  blessing  of  the 
Author  of  all  good. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  HENRY,  President  H.  R. 
Attested — James  J.  Barclay,  Secretary  H.  R. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  1,  1840. 


■Or.  House  of  Refuge  in  account  ivith  Thomas  Earp^  Treasurer. 
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APPENDIX. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  respectfully  reports: 


BOYS.  GIRLS. 

The  number  of  subjects  admitted,  from  Janu-  ?  -o  c  i 
ary  1,  1839,  to  January  1,  1840,  is  3  ‘ 

Returned,  having  escaped  last  year,  4  0 

Returned,  having  been  indentured  last  year,  3  2 


TOTAL. 

127 

4 

5 


80  56  136 

The  subjects  admitted  were  born  as  follows: — In  the  city  or 
county  of  Philadelphia,  47;  in  other  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  31; 
Delaware,  4;  New  Jersey,  3;  New  York,  4;  Maryland,  2;  Connec¬ 
ticut,  1;  South  Carolina,  1;  Ohio,  1;  New  Brunswick,  2;  Ireland, 
10;  England,  6;  Germany,  7;  Switzerland,  1;  remainder  not  ascer¬ 
tained. 


The  average  age  of  boys  admitted  is 

about 

13i 

years;  girls 

about  14  years. 

The  number  discharged  is  as  follows: 

BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

TOTAL. 

By  indenture. 

42 

23 

65 

Sent  to  sea. 

15 

0 

15 

Returned  to  friends. 

13 

6 

19 

Improper  subjects. 

0 

5 

5 

Of  age,  .... 

0 

6 

6 

Sent  to  Almshouse, 

0 

3 

3 

Escaped,  .  .  -  . 

1 

0 

1 

71 

43 

114 

Remaining  in  the  institution,  January  7 
1,  1840,  ....  5 

114 

66 

180 

The  boys  were  indentured  as  follows: — To  house  carpenters,  4; 
farmers,  20;  shoemakers,  3;  varnish-maker,  1;  morocco-dresser,  1; 
storekeepers,  3;  tanners  and  curriers,  2;  plasterer,  1;  blacksmith, 
2 
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1;  hatter,  1;  bricklayer,  1;  chainnaker,  1;  coach-makers,  2;  cabinet¬ 
maker,  1. 

Girls,  housewifery,  23. 

Of  those  indentured  during  the  year,  four  boys  and  two  girls 
have  absconded. 

The  boys  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  cane  chair  seats, 
bonnet  reeds,  umbrella  furniture,  and  bookbinding. 

The  girls  are  employed  at  sewing,  cooking,  washing,  and  the 
various  kinds  of  housewifery  required  in  the  establishment.  They 
make  and  also  mend  the  clothinor  for  the  inmates. 

O 


JFork  done  by  Boys. 

Chair  seats  caned. 

Chair  seat  frames  made, 

Settees  caned,  .... 
Settee  seat  frames  made. 

Rocking  chairs  caned. 

Frames  for  purifying  gas,  caned. 

Rattans  knotted  and  scoured, 

Rattans  split  and  shaved. 

Bonnet  reeds  made, 

Stretchers  for  umbrellas  finished. 

Runners  do.  do. 

Tips  turned. 

Umbrella  ferules  made. 

Caps  to  suit  do. 

Spelling. books  bound. 

Grammars  do. 

Primers  do. 

Table  books  do. 

German  Testaments  do. 

Sheets  folded. 

Spelling-books  sewed, 

German  Testaments  folded  and  sewed. 

Do.  do.  do.  and  gathered. 
Other  books  do.  do. 

(Fork  done  by  Girls. 

Jackets  made,  .  .  .  - 

Pantaloons,  .  .  .  - 

Shirts,  .  .  .  .  . 

Boys’  Aprons, 

Boys’  Suspenders,  (pairs,) 

Girls’  Frocks, 

Other  articles  of  female  clothing. 

Sheets,  &c.  .... 

Hats  bound,  .... 

Carpet  rags  cut  and  sewed,  (lbs.) 


- 

13,346 

. 

11,268 

. 

40 

. 

20 

. 

1,000 

. 

28 

lbs. 

29,000 

7,250 

gross 

7,640 

lbs. 

10,000 

gross 

800 

(C 

1,200 

(( 

350 

350 

. 

68,555 

3,424 

. 

15,141 

. 

2,588 

. 

395 

. 

431,950 

. 

17,396 

. 

464 

. 

500 

- 

1,050 

-  465 

- 

391 

. 

-  389 

. 

438 

. 

-  504 

. 

168 

. 

-  599 

. 

761 

- 

-  100 

. 

292 

11 


The  expenditures*  in  the  year  1839  were  chiefly  as  follows: 


247|  cwt.  Wheat  Flour, 

$872 

09 

283  “  Rye  do. 

785 

25 

356^  bushels  Indian  Meal, 

288 

03 

1488  gallons  Molasses, 

555 

65 

933  bushels  Potatoes, 

484 

41 

12  sacks  Salt, 

30 

26 

3696  lbs.  Rice, 

183 

11 

5110  quarts  Milk, 

255 

50 

25842^  lbs.  Beef, 

1383 

24 

291  gallons  Vinejrar, 

32 

01 

1966  lbs.  Fish, 

82 

65 

1447  “  Chocolate, 

128 

47 

58  “  Hops, 

16 

81 

43|  bushels  Turnips, 

13 

75 

Marketing, 

154 

17 

513|  lbs.  Butter, 

155 

25 

85  “  Cheese, 

10 

99 

838|  “  Mutton, 

80 

94 

234i  “  Veal, 

22 

83 

437  “  Coffee, 

56 

45 

94  “  Tea, 

55 

83 

1021 5  “  Sugar, 

100 

73 

Pepper,  Ginger,  Spices,  Arc. 

29 

36 

356  lbs.  Lard, 

51 

82 

7001  “  Pork, 

72 

79 

484  “  Ham, 

71 

08 

2  cwt.  Buckwheat  Meal, 

7 

50 

170  tons  Coal, 

957 

50 

180  barrels  Charcoal, 

54 

47 

4  cords  Oak  Wood, 

24 

22 

28^  “  Pine  “ 

149 

86 

Salaries, 

3,967 

67 

Furniture  and  fixtures. 

471 

89 

Carpenters’  work. 

519 

07 

Blacksmiths’  work. 

58 

87 

Masons’  “ 

57 

78 

Hospital  expenses. 

45 

30 

Soap, 

175 

96 

Paints,  Oil,  Arc. 

42 

65 

Bringing  subjects. 

137 

64 

$5,476 

83 

.^5,981  02 


$1,186  05 


Amount  carried  over, 


$7,167  07 


Some  of  these  articles  were  got  in  1838,  and  paid  for  in  1839. 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

6,476 

83 

Horsekeeping, 

111 

27 

Lamp  Oil, 

288 

35 

Lime, 

Cleansing  Privies, 

9 

24 

37 

00 

AVater  Rent, 

37 

50 

Muslin,  (4006|  yards) 

417 

58 

Thread, 

47 

97 

Tape, 

Carriage  hire, 

14 

87 

33 

00 

Sand, 

27 

53 

Boys’  Clothing, 

839 

08 

Girls’  do. 

328 

91 

Shoes, 

915 

01 

Books  and  Stationary, 

294 

21 

Printing, 

65 

08 

Outfits, 

231 

72 

Stoves,  pipe,  &c. 

112 

08 

Repairing  Cooking  Apparatus, 

10 

65 

Straw, 

47 

96 

Paper  Hanging, 

3 

00 

Starch, 

24 

05 

Repairing  Carriage,  Cart,  &c. 

73 

27 

Candles,  (100  lbs.) 

Needles,  Thimbles,  &c. 

13 

76 

8 

97 

Glass,  Putty,  &:c. 

Pumpmaker’s  bill. 

13 

75 

48 

00 

Locks,  Keys,  &c. 

6 

30 

Burlaps, 

116 

46 

Plumber’s  work, 

18 

03 

Indigo, 

Horse, 

80 

100 

00 

Lamp-wick, 

2 

30 

Combs, 

28 

04 

Pins, 

4 

16 

Postage, 

17 

04 

Ice, 

5 

00 

Pigs, 

Nails, 

15 

20 

3 

20 

Sundries, 

111 

80 

-  89,958  97 

817,126  04 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

EDWIN  YOUNG,  Superintendent. 
Philadelphia,  January  1,  1840. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  THE  BOYS’  SCHOOL. 


A  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Boys’  School  in  the 
House  of  Refuge  is  respectfully  presented  to  E.  Young,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Institution. 

The  school  consists  of  114  pupils,  classed  as  follows: 


CLASS. 

1 

2 


3 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 


NO. 

3  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  part  2nd;  Olney’s  Geography; 
read  in  Goldsmith’s  History  of  England,  and  Young 
Man’s  Book  of  Prose  and  Poetry;  Avrite  on  paper. 

6  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  part  2nd;  Olney’s  Geography; 
read  in  Cobb’s  North  American  Reader,  and  Young 
Man’s  Book  of  Prose;  write  on  paper. 

9  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  part  2nd;  read  in  Testament, 
Angell’s  Reader,  and  Olney’s  History  of  the  United 
States;  write  on  paper. 

9  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  part  2nd;  read  in  Testament, 
Child’s  Guide,  and  Cobb’s  Juvenile  Reader,  No.  3; 
write  on  paper. 

10  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  part  2nd;  read  in  Testament, 
and  Cobb’s  Juvenile  Reader,  No.  3;  write  on  paper. 

18  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  part  2nd;  read  in  Butter’s  Gra¬ 
dations,  and  Cobb’s  Juvenile  Reader,  No.  2;  write 
on  paper. 

16  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  part  1st;  spell  and  read  in  Gra¬ 
dations;  Avrite  on  paper. 

14  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  part  1st;  spell  and  read  in  But¬ 
ter’s  Gradations;  Avrite  on  slates. 

14  Spell  and  read  in  Butter’s  Gradations;  Avrite  on  slates. 

9  Spell  in  Butter’s  Gradations;  beginning  to  read;  write 
on  slates. 

6  Learning  the  Alphabet,  and  spell  in  1  to  2  syllables. 


Of  the  114  boys  noAV  in  school,  9  read  Avith  ease;  46  read  mode¬ 
rately  Avell;  44  read  easy  lessons,  Avith  various  proficiency;  9  are 
exercised  chiefly  in  spelling,  and  are  beginning  to  read;  6  in  the 
alphabet;  71  Avrite  on  paper,  and  37  on  slates;  85  study  Arithmetic, 
and  14  more  Avill  soon  be  exercised  in  Emerson’s,  part  1st;  9  study 
Geography,  and  9  more  Avill  soon  commence  this  study. 

The  number  belonging  to  the  school  at  the  last  annual  report, 
Avas  104. 

The  number  admitted  during  the  past  year,  was  -  75 

Do.  discharged  do.  do.  -  -  65 

Present  number,  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  114 

Of  those  received  in  the  last  year,  37  Avere  ignorant  of  the 
alphabet;  7  could  spell;  21  could  read  a  little;  11  could  read  tole¬ 
rably  Avell;  19  could  Avrite;  and  8  kneAv  something  of  arithmetic. 
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of  those  discharged  in  the  past  year,  54  could  read  intelligibly, 
write  legibly,  and  had  attended  with  considerable  advantage  to  the 
study  of  arithmetic;  8  had  acquired  some  knowledge  of  geography; 
7  were  beginning  to  read,  having  been  only  a  short  time  in  the 
House;  and  3,  having  been  detained  a  still  shorter  time,  were  spell¬ 
ing  in  1  to  3  syllables. 

A  library  of  about  1500  volumes  of  well  selected  books  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  boys,  and  from  which,  on  Tuesday  of  every  week, 
books  are  distributed  to  all  of  them  who  can  read,  and  who  desire 
to  profit  by  the  use  of  this  collected  treasure.  Of  the  number,  114, 
now  in  the  school,  07  have  received  books  from  the  library,  in  the 
perusal  of  w  hich  some  of  them  manifest  an  assiduity  that  promises 
well  for  the  time  thus  employed. 

Mr.  Kenyon  continues  to  render  important  services  in  the  school; 
and  feeling,  with  me,  an  abiding  solicitude  for  these  children,  we 
have  laboured  among  them  with  honest  perseverance,  and  are  happy 
in  the  belief  that  our  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain. 

ROBERT  GUY,  Teacher. 

January  1,  1840. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TEACHER  OF  THE  GIRLS’  SCHOOL. 


Mr.  Young: 

Sir — The  Female  School  consists  of  66  pupils,  classed  in  the 
following  order: 


CLASS.  NO. 

1  10 

2  9 

3  12 

4  7 

5  10 

6  5 

7  4 

8  7 

9  2 


Read  History  of  England,  Young  Lady’s  Book  of  Poet¬ 
ry,  Young  Lady’s  Book  of  Prose,  Olney’s  Geogra¬ 
phy,  Emerson’s  Arithmetic,  and  write  on  paper. 

Read  Olney’s  History  of  the  United  States,  Sacred  His¬ 
tory,  Arithmetic,  and  write  on  paper. 

Read  Murray’s  Introduction  to  the  English  Reader, 
Cumming’s  Geography,  Colburn’s  Mental  Arithmetic, 
and  write  on  paper. 

Read  Cobb’s  Juvenile  Reader,  No.  3,  Mental  Arith¬ 
metic,  and  write  on  paper. 

Read  New  Testament,  Mental  Arithmetic,  and  write 
on  slates. 

Read  Cobb’s  Juvenile  Reader,  No.  1,  and  write  on 
slates. 

Read  Butter’s  Gradations,  and  write  on  slates. 

Spell  words  of  two  syllables,  and  write  on  slates. 

Spell  words  of  one  syllable,  and  write  on  slates. 
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Since  January  1st,  1839,  47  girls  have  been  admitted  into  the 
school,  and  34  discharged. 

Of  those  admitted,  6  were  ignorant  of  the  alphabet;  4  could  spell 
easy  monosyllables;  5  could  spell  words  of  two  syllables;  7  could 
spell  easy  reading;  15  could  read  some  in  easy  I'eading;  7  could 
read  tolerably,  and  3  very  well;  1  could  write  very  well,  4  tolerably; 
8  had  written  a  little  on  paper,  and  6  had  some  knowledge  of  arith¬ 
metic. 

Of  those  discharged,  1,  who  had  been  in  the  school  but  a  short 
time,  had  not  learned  the  alphabet;  1  could  spell  easy  monosyllables; 
2  began  to  read  slowly;  16  could  read  easy  lessons;  9  could  read 
tolerably,  and  7  very  well;  11  had  studied  geography,  and  16  had 
some  knowledge  of  arithmetic. 

During  the  last,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  the  large  number 
received  has  produced  its  influence  upon  the  state  of  the  school, 
and  yet  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  conduct  of  the  girls,  with  few 
exceptions,  has  been  as  good  as  could  under  existing  circumstances 
be  expected,  and  that  they  have  made  a  reasonable  improvement 
in  their  studies.  I  have  never  observed  in  the  school  more  of  a 
spirit  of  emulation  than  appears  at  the  present  time  to  prevail;  and 
withal  there  are  many  things  calculateil  to  encourage  those  who 
have  kindly  “cai’ed  for  these  souls,”  and  have  generously  contribut¬ 
ed  of  their  time  and  substance  to  continue  their  “labour  which  pro- 
ceedeth  of  love;”  and  although  they  may  never  in  this  life  witness 
the  full  amount  of  good  anticipated,  yet  is  their  “record  on  high;” 
and  doubtless  they  shall  rejoice  in  time  to  come,  to  learn  that  they 
have  been  instrumental  in  turning  the  feet  of  many  of  these  poor 
wanderers  from  the  broad  road  that  leads  to  death. 

With  respect, 

ELIZA  D.  BOURNE,  Tmchtr. 


January  1,  1840. 


Extracts  from  Letters  received  from  persons  to  whom  the 
inmates  have  been  indentured. 


June  27,  1839. 

Samuel’s  health  and  behaviour  have  been  good.  He  is  very  in¬ 
dustrious  and  true  to  me,  and  is,  I  hope,  endeavouring  to  establish 
a  good  character;  but,  like  most  other  boys,  he  requires  a  little 
watching.  I  am  desirous  of  obtaining  another  boy  from  your  insti¬ 
tution  so  soon  as  an  opportunity  will  permit. 

Admitted  Sept.  2,  1837.  Indentured  Dec.  4,  1838. 

The  following  statement  was  made  by  himself  when  he  was 
admitted  into  the  Refuge. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1837,  he  went  into  the  house  of  J - 

W - ,  when  the  family  were  absent,  and  took  about  forty  dollars 

— fifteen  in  bank  notes  and  twenty-five  in  silver — for  which  he  was 
sent  to  the  Refuge.  He  got  in  through  the  cellar  door,  which  had 
been  left  unfastened.  This,  he  says,  was  the  first  time  he  was  ever 
guilty  of  stealing.  His  master  permitted  him  to  spend  his  evenings 
where  he  pleased,  and  he  was  generally  out  until  10  or  11  o’clock. 
Had  been  in  company  with  boys  whom  he  knew  to  be  in  the  habit 
of  stealing,  and  had  received  from  them  things  that  were  stolen. 


October  7,  1839. 

James  was  sick  for  two  or  three  months  after  we  returned  home; 
he  then  recovered,  and  has  since  continued  well.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  boys  I  have  ever  seen,  being  faithful  and  trustworthy  from  the 
beginning.  I  have  so  much  confidence  in  him,  that  I  have  offered 

o  o  ^  ' 

to  let  him  go  on  to  a  farm  of  mine,  four  miles  from  where  I  now 
live,  next  spring,  for  five  years.  I  stock  it,  and  give  him  half  the 
produce.  He  seems  pleased,  and  intends  going. 

Thomas  has  been  universally  well,  but  is  a  great  rogue.  I  have 
had  to  apply  the  rod  to  him  occasionally,  but  not  during  the  last 
six  months.  I  like  him,  nevertheless,  and  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
make  a  good  boy  of  him. 

James  was  admitted  March  14,  1837,  and  indentured  July  24, 
1838,  when  about  17  years  of  age.  He  was  received  from  a  distant 
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county,  on  conviction  of  stealing  a  watch,  w'liich  he  says  he  took 
out  of  the  pocket  of  a  man  who  slept  in  the  same  room  with  him  at 
a  tavern. 

Thomas  was  admitted  March  22,  1837,  and  indentured  July  24, 

1838.  He  had  been  indentured  from  the  Almshouse,  to  S - 

R —  — ,  with  whom  he  lived  about  two  years.  The  following  state¬ 
ment  with  regard  to  his  conduct  while  with  Mr.  R.,  was  made  to 
the  magistrate  who  sent  him  to  the  Refuge: — “He  is  unruly,  dis¬ 
obedient  and  vicious,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been  wholly 
ungovernable.  He  absents  himself  continually  from  home,  is  gross¬ 
ly  addicted  to  lying,  and  upon  various  occasions  has  been  detected 
in  stealing  small  sums  of  money  from  persons  about  the  house.” 


November  20,  1839. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say  that  Peter’s  habits 
and  disposition  appear  to  change  decidedly  for  the  better;  and  I 
am  now  strongly  induced  to  hope  and  believe  that,  if  spared,  he 
will  make  an  industrious  and  useful  member  of  society.  The 
change  in  him  for  the  past  year  for  the  better  has  been  all  that 
could  be  reasonably  hoped  for.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
convince  him  of  the  heinousness  of  his  former  habits,  and,  I  think, 
with  reasonable  success.  (Lying  and  pilfering  appear  to  have  been 
his  early  besetting  defects.)  He  has  attended  day  school  every 
winter  since  I  received  him,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  during  the 
remainder  of  his  apprenticeship,  which  will  be  eight  instead  of  four 
quarters.  He  now  reads  tolerably  well,  and  w'rites  legibly;  and  I 
intend  ere  long  that  he  shall  himself  write  to  the  Board  of  Managers 
or  Superintendent.  Pie  attends  Methodist  meeting  regularly  on 
Sabbath,  without  any  apparent  reluctance.  On  the  whole,  I  am 
much  encouraged  in  the  belief  that  Peter  will,  after  all,  make  a 
worthy  and  respectable  citizen. 

Admitted  Jan.  14,  183.3.  Indentured  June  3,  1836. 

He  was  received  from  a  distant  county,  on  conviction  of  larceny. 
Until  he  came  to  the  Refuge  he  lived  with  his  father,  who  was  a 
very  intemperate  man.  He  states  that  about  four  years  previous 
to  his  conviction,  his  father  took  him  to  a  neighbouring  house  in 
the  night,  and  directed  him  to  go  into  the  hen-roost  and  catch  a 
chicken,  while  his  father  waited  at  some  distance  from  the  place. 
The  chicken  was  taken  home,  cooked,  and  eaten  by  the  family. 
Since  that  time  he  had  been  often  guilty  of  stealing,  but  always  by 
direction  of  bis  father  or  mother.  About  the  20th  of  December, 
1834,  he  took  two  handkerchiefs  from  the  house  of  a  neighbour; 
and  about  the  same  time  a  watch,  which  he  saw  hanging  in  a  dis¬ 
tillery,  about  five  miles  from  his  father’s  house.  His  father  has 
been  frequently  in  prison  for  stealing. 

.3 
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December  7 ,  1839. 

John  hus  enjoyed  excellent  health  ever  since  he  has  been  with 
me,  and  has  not  had  even  one  hour’s  sickness  of  any  kind  during 
the  past  year.  He  appears  perfectly  pleased  with  his  present 
situation,  and  I  am  as  well  pleased  with  him  as  I  had  any  good 
reason  to  expect  to  be.  As  to  his  honesty,  industry,  and  obedience, 
they  are  entirely  satisfactory.  The  proficiency  he  has  made  in 
his  employment,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  is  not  only  good,  but  excellent. 
His  improvement  in  school  learning  is  tolerable.  He,  with  the 
rest  of  the  family,  attends  a  place  of  worship,  but  I  have  discovered 
no  serious  religious  impressions. 

Admitted  July  28,  1837.  Indentured  Dec.  7,  1838. 


December  7,  1839. 

Samuel  is  honest,  industrious,  and  obedient.  His  general  dispo¬ 
sition  very  good.  He  has  made  considerable  progress  in  his  trade; 
has  been  to  school,  and  improved  in  learning  to  some  extent. 
He  also  attends  meetings  of  worship,  and  evinces  a  disposition  to 
become  moral. 

Samuel  was  admitted  January  29,  1836,  and  indentured  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1838.  He  was  an  apprentice  of  L - B - ,  in  Kensing¬ 

ton.  His  master  charged  him  with  stealing  several  articles  of 
children’s  clothing,  which  he  acknowledged.  Mr.  B.  also  stated 
that  complaint  had  been  frequently  made  to  him  by  persons  to 
whom  he  sent  Samuel  on  errands,  that  he  always  stole  something 
from  them  whenever  an  opportunity  would  permit;  and  also,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  control  his  vicious  propensities. 

Another  witness  who  was  examined  by  the  magistrate,  stated 
that  he  believed  the  habits  of  Samuel  were  vicious — that  he  was 
incorrigible;  and  that  his  master  could  not  by  correction  or  any 
other  means  control  him. 

Another  witness  stated  that  he  was  vicious  and  incorrigible,  and 
that  his  master  could  not  control  him. 


December  17,  1839. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  John  has  conduct¬ 
ed  himself  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  myself  and  family.  He 
appears  perfectly  honest,  both  in  words  and  actions;  is  industrious 
and  obedient,  cleanly  in  his  person,  and  respectful  in  his  deport¬ 
ment.  He  appears  desirous  of  learning,  and  I  think  has  advanced 
as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected  from  a  boy  who  was  so  entirely 
ignorant  of  a  country  life.  I  have  not  yet  sent  him  to  any  school, 
but  he  evinces  a  desire  to  improve,  and  employs  his  evenings  gene- 
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rally  in  reading.  I  am  not  aware  of  his  having  any  particular 
disposition  to  become  serious,  although  he  is  fond  of  his  bible,  and 
often  peruses  it. 

John  was  admitted  Nov.  8,  18.37,  and  indentured  July  27,  1839. 
Before  he  was  admitted  to  the  Refuge  he  had  been  indentured  to 
three  different  persons  at  different  times,  and  ran  away  from  all. 
The  last  time  he  was  absent  several  months,  during  which  time  he 
was  employed  chiefly  at  boating  on  the  canal.  His  mother,  who 
procured  his  commitment,  stated  that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
pilfering,  and  that  she  was  unable  to  control  him. 


December  18,  1839. 

I  am  happy  to  say  William  is  a  pretty  good  boy.  He  attends 
the  Sabbath  school  I'egularly;  has  been  four  quarters  to  a  regular 
day  school,  and  made  such  progress  in  his  education  as  to  be  able 
to  read  and  write  tolerably  well.  I  shall,  however,  give  him  more 
schooling,  for  it  is  of  importance  that  he  be  better  educated.  Like 
some  other  boys,  he  is  not  fond  of  study:  this  I  much  regret. 
However,  he  is  yet  young,  and  may  soon  learn  how  to  appreciate 
education.  He  is  a  boy  of  honesty  and  integrity,  and  I  hope  he 
will  remain  with  me  until  his  time  expires,  and  make  a  useful  man 
and  a  good  citizen. 

William  was  admitted  August  14,  1834,  and  indentured  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1835.  Before  his  admission  to  the  Refuge  he  had  several 
times  been  guilty  of  stealing,  and  once  stole  a  gold  watch  valued 
at  one  hundred  dollars. 


December  20,  1839. 

Michael’s  conduct,  since  apprenticed  to  me,  has  been  generally 
good.  He  is  tolerably  industrious  and  obedient,  and  has  made  good 
proficiency  in  his  employment.  He  has  also  improved  in  learning; 
is  fond  of  reading  history,  but  too  much  attached  to  novels. 
Admitted  June  26,  1830.  Indentured  April  20,  1832. 


\2tli  Month  21,  1839. 

I  have  never  detected  Elrah  in  a  wilful  falsehood;  he  is  perfectly 
honest,  industrious  and  obedient.  He  is  generally  at  home,  where 
his  leisure  hours  are  frequently  occupied  in  reading.  He  is  very 
proficient  in  the  minor  departments  of  his  profession,  and  has  im¬ 
proved  considerably  in  the  use  of  the  plough  and  harrow,  and  in  the 
management  of  horses.  He  can  read  and  write  tolerably,  but  does 
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Slot  feel  disposed  to  attend  public  worship  as  regularly  as  1  should 
wish.  He  reads  the  scriptures,  but  with  what  effect  I  cannot  say. 

Elrah  was  admitted  September  1,  1834,  and  indentured  April  5, 
1836,  being  about  14  years  of  age.  He  was  convicted  in  a  distant 
county  of  stealing  a  quantity  of  meat  from  a  smoke-house,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  an  elder  brother  and  another  person,  who  were  sent  to 
the  penitentiary  for  the  same  offence.  He  had  never  been  at 
school,  and  did  not  know  the  alphabet. 


December  20,  1839. 

Allen  is  well:  he  is  honest,  industrious  and  obedient,  and  evinces 
a  disposition  to  become  a  good  citizen.  He  improves  in  schooling, 
and  attends  public  worship  on  Sundays. 

Allen  was  admitted  .July  24,  1837,  and  indentured  October  27, 
1838.  Before  he  came  to  the  Refuge  he  lived  about  18  months 

with  T.  S.  M - ,  printer,  in  the  city.  Mr.  M.  once  had  him 

committed  to  prison  for  throwing  away  and  destroying  type.  He 
ran  away  once,  but  was  brought  back  the  next  day.  He  once  in¬ 
tentionally  set  hre  to  some  shavings,  which  would  have  consumed 
his  master’s  shop  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  an  engine.  He  set 
them  on  fire  with  some  matches  which  he  stole.  His  master  stated 
that  he  had  been  guilty  of  throwing  away  type  to  a  considerable 
amount;  setting  fire  (maliciously)  to  shavings  in  the  carpenter’s 
yard  adjoining  his  shop;  stealing  matches;  boring  holes  in  the  water 
casks,  (Ac. 


December  23,  1839. 

Charles’  conduct  has  been  good  and  satisfactory.  He  has  pro¬ 
gressed  in  his  employment  and  school  learning  as  much  as  could 
be  expected. 

Admitted  Dec.  30,  1837.  Indentured  Aug.  27,  1839. 


December  24,  1 839. 

Since  Hugh  and  James  were  apprenticed  to  us,  their  conduct 
has  been  uniformly  correct;  and  we  have  not  as  yet  discovered  any 
thing  to  impeach  their  veracity  or  honesty.  They  are  uniformly 
industrious  and  obedient,  and  we  think  that  their  general  habits 
are  far  less  exceptionable  than  boys  in  general — those  taken  from 
the  country,  at  all  events.  We  have  far  less  trouble  in  managing 
them  than  those  we  have  from  the  interior,  and  have  concluded  not 
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to  take  another  boy  from  the  country  so  long  as  we  can  obtain 
better  from  your  institution,  unless  they  have  been  first  sent  to  the 
Refuge  or  some  other  place  of  correction.  Hugh  answers  all  the 
purposes  of  a  man  that  we  were  obliged  to  pay  this  season  ^10 
per  month,  and,  in  fact,  is  better  help:  he  is  uncommonly  active, 
and  will,  beyond  doubt,  make  a  first  rate  workman.  James  has 
been  at  school  the  greater  part  of  his  time,  is  very  active,  but 
rather  young  for  the  anvil:  he  has  made  very  good  proficiency 
in  his  studies,  and  has  the  good  will  of  his  teacher,  who  has  not 
had  occasion  to  correct  him.  We  have  kept  Hugh  from  school  on 
account  of  his  valuable  services,  but  shall  send  him  after  our  hurry 
is  over.  They  regularly  attend  the  Presbyterian  church  and  Sab¬ 
bath  school,  but  we  have  not  discovered  any  particular  disposition 
to  become  serious  or  religious. 

Hugh  was  admitted  Aug.  9, 1838.  Indentured  Sept.  26,  1839. 

James  was  admitted  Aug.  30,  1838.  Indentured  Sept.  26,  1839. 


December  25,  1839. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  jmu  that  the  conduct  of  Mary 
Ann,  since  apprenticed  to  me,  has  been  as  good  as  that  of  children 
of  her  age  generally;  she  is  honest,  industrious  and  obedient,  and 
makes  very  good  progress  in  her  employment:  her  taste  for  learn¬ 
ing  is  moderate,  and  improves.  She  attends  church  with  the  family, 
and  may  be  considered  strictly  moral. 

Mary  Ann  was  admitted  November  10,  1836,  and  indentured 
April  12,  1837.  Her  father  is  a  native  of  Poland,  and  is  a  pauper 
in  the  Almshouse  at  Easton.  Her  mother  maintained  herself  and 
children  by  washing:  she  is  now  dead.  At  the  time  of  her  death. 

Judge  J - ,  of  this  city,  took  Mary  Ann  into  his  family,  but  found 

her  so  artful,  disobedient  and  vicious,  that  he  procured  a  place  for 
her  in  another  family,  where  she  behaved  no  better.  She  ran  away 
several  times,  and  the  last  time  was  found  in  a  very  improper 
house. 


December  28,  1839. 

Michael  is  still  with  me,  and  remains  that  good  boy  which  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  stating  to  you  heretofore.  His  veracity  and 
honesty  are  undoubted:  he  is  naturally  industrious,  and  his  morals 
are  very  good;  but  I  have  not  discovered  in  him  any  disposition  to 
become  religious.  He  improves  very  little  in  farming,  but  no  doubt 
will  become  a  good  feeder  and  stock  tender,  which  is  his  delight. 
His  proficiency  in  schooling  is  very  good,  and  I  presume  he  is  a 
much  better  scholar  now  than  I  am  myself. 

Admitted  Jan.  31,  1832.  Indentured  May  27,  1833. 
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January  1,  1840. 

Joseph’s  veracity  and  honesty  are  unquestionable;  he  is  obedient 
and  very  industrious,  seldom  leaving  my  house  or  workshop.  When 
not  at  work,  he  spends  a  great  portion  of  his  time  in  reading.  As 
respects  proficiency  in  his  employment,  if  his  inclination  continues 
as  it  is  at  present,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  become  an  excellent 
workman. 

James  was  admitted  November  26,  18.38,  and  indentured  May 
21,  1839.  He  was  first  admitted  in  August,  183.5,  and  was  inden¬ 
tured  in  November,  1836.  He  lived  with  his  master  about  two 
years,  when  he  became  dissatisfied,  and  returned  to  the  Refuge. 
He  acknowledges  that  he  went  to  a  house  in  the  country,  when  the 
family  were  absent,  broke  open  a  chest  and  stole  seventy  dollars  in 
money,  for  which  he  was  sent  to  the  Refuge. 


Isf  Month  2nd,  1840. 

William’s  honesty,  industry,  and  obedience,  since  he  has  been 
apprenticed  to  me,  have  proved  very  satisfactory.  He  has  made 
as  great  proficiency  in  his  employment  as  could  be  expected  during 
so  short  a  period,  and  improved  considerably  in  school  learning. 
He  does  not  regularly  attend  any  place  of  worship,  as  there  are 
none  near,  and  the  weather  has  been  unfavourable  for  some  time 
past;  but  I  think  he  evinces  a  disposition  to  attend,  which  I  desire 
him  to  do  when  the  weather  permits. 

William  was  admitted  April  12,  1836.  He  was  indentured  May 
28,  1838,  to  a  farmer  in  Chester  county,  with  whom  he  lived  seve¬ 
ral  months  and  conducted  himself  well;  but  becoming  dissatisfied, 
he  left,  and  not  being  as  successful  in  procuring  employment  as  he 
expected,  returned  to  the  Refuge,  and  was  again  indentured  to  the 
person  who  wrote  the  above  letter. 


January  4,  1840. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  John  is  an  excellent  boy.  For 
honesty,  veracity,  obedience,  and  general  habits,  he  is  superior  to 
most  boys  who  have  had  the  instruction  of  parents.  He  has  made 
some  proficiency  in  his  studies  this  winter,  and  is  fond  of  books. 
He  attends  church  as  often  as  practicable,  and,  for  so  young  a  mind, 
evinces  rather  an  extraordinary  religious  disposition. 

John  was  admitted  August  24,  1838,  and  indentured  May  27, 
1839.  He  was  indentured  in  1836  to  Captain  A - ,  then  com¬ 
mander  of  the  barque  P - .  He  acknowledged  having  several 
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times  taken  money  from  Capt.  A. — once  as  much  as  ten  dollars; 
and  that  he  ran  away  once  and  was  absent  three  days.  Capt.  A. 
stated  that  he  would  collect  money  where  it  was  due  him  and  spend 
it;  and  also  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  stealing  frequently,  running 
away,  staying  out  all  night,  &c. 

When  this  boy  was  committed,  the  examining  judge  took  much 
pains  to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  his  case,  and  became  fully 
satisfied  that  he  was  a  bad  boy. 

The  above  letter  shows  conclusively  that  he  became  very  much 
improved  while  in  the  Refuge. 


January  13,  1840. 

In  reply  to  your  questions  relative  to  Isaac  and  John,  it  affords 
me  pleasure  to  say  that  their  conduct,  as  regards  veracity,  honesty, 
industry,  obedience,  and  habits  generally,  has  been  very  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and  they  have  made  good  proficiency  in  their  several  employ¬ 
ments.  They  have  improved  their  school  opportunities  to  good 
advantage;  and  although  I  have  given  them  as  much  schooling  as 
is  required  in  their  indentures,  I  shall  give  them  more  if  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  well. 

Isaac  was  admitted  Sept.  24,  1832.  Indentured  Nov.  1,  1834. 

John  was  admitted  Aug.  26,  1835.  Indentured  March  20,  1838. 

P.  S.  Joseph  served  his  time  out  faithfully  and  with  credit  to 
himself,  since  which  he  has  been  engaged  at  the  same  work  on 
hire.  He  is  to  have  815  per  month  until  the  1st  of  April. 

Joseph  was  admitted  Sept.  3,  1835.  Indentured  Aug.  30,  1836. 


January  13,  1840. 

The  conduct  of  Maiy  Ann,  since  her  residence  in  my  family, 
especially  as  regards  her  veracity  and  honesty,  has  been  very  satis¬ 
factory;  but  in  regard  to  her  industry,  I  cannot  say  so  much — she 
is  not  what  is  termed  lazy,  but  is  very  forgetful  in  her  desire  to 
play  and  talk;  and,  like  most  other  girls  in  similar  situations,  likes 
to  have  her  own  way,  unless  watched  very  closely.  However,  her 
general  habits  are  quite  as  good  as  most  girls  of  her  station  in  life. 

Mary  Ann  was  admitted  May  16,  1838,  and  indentured  July  29, 
1839.  Before  she  came  to  the  Refuge,  her  principal  faults  were 
indolence,  stubbornness,  and  running  away  from  home.  Her  mother 
stated  that  she  was  so  disobedient  and  noisy  that  no  person  would 
keep  her,  and  that  she  was  entirely  beyond  her  control. 


January  13,  1840. 

William  is  well,  and  is  now  going  to  school.  As  regards  his 
honesty,  I  have  frequently  entrusted  him  with  business  for  me, 
which  he  performed  correctly.  He  is  of  a  rather  hasty  temper, 
but  I  think  he  will  guard  against  it  as  he  advances  towards  maturity. 
On  the  whole,  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  him. 

Admitted  Sept.  12,  1829.  Indentured  April  20,  1833. 


\st  Month  15,  1840. 

Rebecca  has  conducted  herself  to  our  satisfaction,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  being  in  one  or  two  instances  detected  in  a  want  of 
veracity,  which  she  afterwards  appeared  very  sorry  for,  and  has 
not  transgressed  since.  She  has  made  great  proficiency  in  her 
employment.  Her  mother,  recently  here  on  a  visit,  alluded  to  it 
with  pleasure.  With  regard  to  school  learning,  it  is  not  perceived 
that  she  has  improved  materially  in  the  short  time  she  has  been 
here;  occasional  instruction  in  the  house  has  been  given  her,  but 
she  has  not  yet  received  the  one  quarter’s  schooling  required  in  the 
indentures.  In  attending  a  place  of  worship,  she  takes  her  turn 
with  the  otlier  domestics,  and  evinces  rather  a  serious  disposition. 

Rebecca  was  admitted  October  13,  1837,  and  indentured  August 
24,  1839.  She  was  born  in  Ireland:  her  father  is  dead.  At  the 
death  of  her  father,  she  and  her  mother  were  sent  to  the  Alms¬ 
house.  From  the  Almshouse  she  was  indentured  to  Mrs.  G - , 

a  milliner  in  the  city.  She  acknowledged  that  she  frequently  stole 
things  from  Mrs.  G.,  and  when  sent  with  change  to  make  small 
purchases,  she  often  made  use  of  a  part  of  the  money  for  her  own 
benefit.  Mrs.  G.,  with  whom  she  lived  about  six  years,  represented 
her  as  being  during  the  whole  time  that  she  was  with  her,  a  most 
depraved  and  vicious  child,  destitute  of  truth  and  honesty.  She 
seemed  to  delight  in  destroying  things  by  throwing  them  into  the 
fire,  and  in  various  other  ways.  Her  language  was  vulgar  and 
profane.  Her  conduct  after  she  entered  the  Refuge  was  such,  that 
for  a  long  time  she  was  not  suffered  to  associate  with  the  other 
girls,  and  her  reformation  seemed  almost  impossible.  The  above 
letter  will  show  how  much  she  improved  while  in  the  Refuge. 


mth  Month  18,  1839. 

Thomas  has  conducted  himself  well  since  his  return;  for  veracity, 
honesty,  industry,  and  obedience,  he  is  decidedly  better  than  most 
boys:  he  has  improved  much  in  his  employment,  and  his  teacher 
says  he  is  the  most  studious  boy  in  school.  He  generally  attends 
a  place  of  worship,  and  is  quite  a  serious,  well  disposed  boy. 
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John’s  character  for  veracity  and  honesty  is  generally  good,  but 
is  not  so  industrious  or  obedient  as  I  could  wish.  He  has  improved 
considerably  in  his  employment.  I  have  not  sent  him  to  school 
yet,  but  shall  in  a  week  or  two.  He  generally  attends  a  place  of 
worship,  but  is  neither  very  serious  nor  religiously  inclined. 

Thomas  was  admitted  July  9,  1834.  Indentured  April  2,  1836. 

John  was  admitted  June  20,  1837.  Indentured  March  27,  1839. 


December  21,  1839. 

Thomas  is  in  fine  health  and  spirits,  and  has  been  so  ever  since 
he  has  been  with  me,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  cold  when  he 
first  came;  he  is  smart,  lively,  and  cheerful;  kind,  obedient,  and 
industrious,  and  has  made  great  proficiency  in  the  art  and  mystery 
of  farming.  He  has  just  commenced  going  to  school,  but  I  cannot 
tell  what  improvement  he  has  made.  He  reads  his  bible  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  I  cannot  say  he  has  evinced  any  particular  disposition 
to  be  serious  or  religious,  which  a  few  riper  years,  I  am  in  hopes, 
may  change. 

Admitted  July  21,  1837.  Indentured  February  19,  1839. 


January  16,  1840. 

George,  like  most  boys  of  his  age,  generally  speaks  the  truth. 
He  has  frequently  been  left  in  charge  of  my  house  in  the  absence 
of  all  others,  and  acquitted  himself  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  His 
business  in  the  winter  season  is  principally  to  assist  in  feeding  stock, 
in  which  he  appears  to  take  a  great  interest:  he  seems  to  have 
entered  upon  a  new  era.  George  has  certainly  a  mind  of  no  com¬ 
mon  order.  I  have  not  sent  him  to  school,  on  account  of  the 
teacher  being,  in  my  opinion,  inefficient.  I  have  a  tolerably  large 
collection  of  miscellaneous  books,  to  which  he  has  access,  and  ap¬ 
pears  fond  of  reading.  He  attends  preaching  generally  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  does  not  appear  to  be  as  fond  of  reading  his  bible  as 
might  be  desired. 

Admitted  March  28,  1838.  Indentured  August  1,  1839. 


January  9,5,  1840. 

Margaret’s  general  conduct  is  extraordinarily  good.  She  is  in 
every  respect  obedient,  honest,  and  industrious,  and  we  can  put  the 
most  implicit  confidence  in  all  that  she  says  or  does.  She  has 
made  considerable  proficiency  in  her  employment;  seems  to  possess 
a  teachable  disposition,  and  what  she  does,  does  well.  The  time  has 
been  so  short  since  we  have  had  her,  that  as  yet  we  have  not  sent 
her  to  school,  but  she  employs  as  much  of  her  time  as  she  can  in 
reading  the  bible  and  other  interesting  books.  She  attends  school 
evei'V  Sabbath  morning  at  9  o’clock,  and  attends  a  place  of  worship 
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once  or  twice  during  that  day.  When  Margaret  was  indentured 
to  us  she  professed  to  be  a  Christian,  and  her  conduct  since  that 
has  fully  convinced  me  that  she  was  not  deceived.  She  seems  to 
possess  a  Christian  disposition,  and  her  behaviour  in  all  respects  is 
exemplary.  She  appears  to  feel  grateful  that  she  was  placed  in 
the  Refuge,  and  often  mentions  the  kind  treatment  she  received  of 
Mrs.  Shurlock  and  others.  She  was  much  affected  in  hearing  read 
Mrs.  Shurlock’s  letter  which  accompanied  your  circular;  and  I 
hope  the  advice  therein  contained  will  make  a  lasting  impression 
upon  her  mind.  She  regards  Mrs.  Shurlock  as  her  spiritual  mother. 
Mrs.  T.  and  myself  both  feel  much  attached  to  Margaret;  and  if 
she  continues  as  she  has  begun,  we  shall  treat  her  as  one  of  our 
own  children,  and  shall  feel  the  same  interest  in  her  future  welfare. 


February  4,  1840. 

Mary’s  conduct  has  been  tolerably  good.  I  have  full  confidence 
in  her  veracity  and  honesty;  she  is  industrious  and  very  obedient, 
and  her  general  habits  are  good.  She  has  made  common  progress 
in  her  employment.  She  has  not  been  sent  to  school,  except  on 
Sundays,  which  she  regularly  attends.  She  attends  church  regu¬ 
larly,  is  serious,  and  rather  zealous  in  religion.  With  Mary’s 
general  conduct  I  am  well  pleased.  She  has,  however,  been  guilty 
of  some  irregularities,  which  have  been  abandoned.  She  is  in  good 
health  and  spirits. 


February  16,  1840. 

The  conduct,  general  habits,  &c.  of  Mary  Jane,  since  she  has 
been  apprenticed  to  me,  I  am  happy  to  say,  in  general  have  been 
highly  commendable,  especially  as  regards  her  honesty  and  veracity. 
While  absent  from  school,  she  has  been  assisting  in  the  various 
domestic  affairs  of  the  family,  in  all  of  which  her  improvement  is 
fair.  I  have  sent  her  to  school  one  quarter,  where  she  studies 
reading,  writing,  and  geography.  She  generally  attends  Sabbath 
school  and  church,  of  which  she  is  very  fond.  She  appears  cheer¬ 
ful  and  contented,  and  often  speaks  of  you  as  having  been  her 
friends  and  protectors  when  she  had  no  others.  We  think  that  we 
have  been  very  fortunate  in  our  choice,  and  feel  under  a  special 
obligation  to  you  for  your  assistance  in  making  the  selection. 


February  18,  1840. 

Mary  Ann’s  conduct  has  been  good;  indeed,  I  consider  it  very 
good  for  one  of  her  age  and  condition.  We  place  entire  confidence 
in  her  veracity  and  honesty;  she  is  quite  industrious,  and  usually 
obedient;  her  general  habits  have  been  good.  Her  proficiency  in 
her  employment  has  been  very  satisfactory;  she  is  very  ready  at 
learning  every  thing  she  puts  her  hand  to.  She  has  been  attending 
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school  some  time  past;  she  shews  great  desire  for  gaining  instruc¬ 
tion,  and  is  very  apt  at  learning.  I  copy  here  a  printed  card,  which 
she  lately  received  from  her  teacher,  viz: 

“Reward  of  Merit.  January,  1840. — Mary  Ann  -  has, 

by  her  good  conduct  and  attention  to  her  studies,  merited  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  her  teacher,  and  receives  this  as  a  testimony  thereof.” 

She  also  attends  a  Sabbath  school,  and  is  doing  well  in  that. 
She  attends  public  worship  as  regularly  as,  in  turns  with  other 
members  of  the  family,  we  can  make  it  suit  for  her  to  do  so.  She 
is  daily  present  in  our  family  devotions,  but  has  not  as  yet  evinced 
any  special  seriousness  on  the  subject  of  religion,  although  she  is 
very  fond  of  reading  her  bible  and  other  religious  books.  Her 
health  is  good,  and  she  seems  to  be  very  well  contented  with  her 
condition  with  us. 


2nd  Month  22,  1840. 

Sarah’s  conduct  hitherto  has  been  such  as  to  give  general  satis¬ 
faction.  I  have  had  no  cause  to  suspect  her  honesty,  and  we  esteem 
her,  as  respects  other  particulars,  much  more  than  was  expected, 
having  very  little  cause  of  complaint.  She  has  learned  to  knit  and 
milk  tolerably  well,  of  which  she  was  totally  ignorant.  Her  time 
for  going  to  school  has  not  yet  arrived;  she  reads  at  stated  intervals 
in  the  family,  and  is  frequently  seen  with  a  book  in  her  hand. 

DONATIONS. 

American  Sunday  School  Union, 

Do.  do.  do. 

Z.  Poulson,  Esq.  .... 

Joseph  R.  Chandler,  Esq. 

William  Stavely, 

Publishers  of  Christ.  Advoc.  Jour. 

Do.  (jiospel  Witness, 

D.  B.  Smith  d;  Win.  Hodgson, 

Alexander  Fullerton,  Jr. 

Edward  Needles, 

Henry  Troth  dr  Co. 

Edward  Yarnall, 

Charles  Yarnall, 

A.  S.  d:  E.  Roberts, 

Edward  B.  Garrigues,  - 
J.  Lesley,  ..... 

Q.  Campbell,  .... 

T.  H.  White,  .... 

M.  L.  Dawson,  .... 


Books. 

Sunday  School  Joui'iial. 

1  Newspaper. 

1  do. 

1  do. 

1  do. 

1  do. 

Medicines. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

20  dollars. 

20  do. 

10  do. 

20  do. 


OFFICERS  AND  MANAGERS  FOR  1840. 


President. 

Alexander  Henry. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Thojias  P.  Coi'e,  John  Goodman. 


Treasurer. 
Thomas  Earp. 


Secretary. 
James  J.  Barclay. 


Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Philip  Garrett, 

Isaac  Collins, 

Henry  Troth, 

William  M.  Meredith, 
Elijah  Dallett, 

Peter  Hay, 

Silas  W.  Sexton, 
Alexander  Symington, 
Nathan  Dunn, 

Thomas  Zell, 
Frederick  A.  Packard, 
Thomas  She  well. 


Managers. 

Clem  Tingley, 

Joseph  Patterson, 
Alexander  W.  Mitchell, 
Townsend  Sharpless, 
William  M.  Collins, 
Robert  Ewing, 

Quintin  Campbell, 

Bela  Badger, 

Stephen  Golwell, 
Richard  Benson, 

M.  L.  Dawson, 

Isaac  Kline, 

John  Farnum. 


Indent uring  Committee. 

Isaac  Collins,  Clem  Tingley, 

Henry  Troth,  Alexander  Symington. 

Thomas  Earp, 
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Physicians. 


James  A.  M‘Crea,  M.  D. 
John  F.  White,  M.  D. 


John  D.  Griscoin,  M.  U. 
Thomas  S.  Kirkbride,  M.  D. 


Superintendent. 
Edwin  Young. 


Teacher  of  the  Boys’  School  and  Jlssistant  Superintendent. 


Robert  Guy. 

Matron. 

Catharine  Shurlock. 

Assistant  Matron. 

Mary  Weaver. 

Teacher  of  the  Girls’  School. 
Eliza  D.  Bourne. 

LADIES’  COMMITTEE. 

l)i  rectress — Mrs.  Joel  Jones. 
Treasurer — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pearsall. 
Secretary — Miss  M.  A.  Stewart. 


Mrs.  Townsend  Sharpless, 


Mrs.  William  M‘I)owell, 
W.  Newbold, 

Miss  Margaret  Limiard. 
Deborah  Howell. 


Rachel  Blanding, 
Maria  Wood, 
Nathan  Potts, 


[There  is  one  vacancy,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mrs. 
Cooper.] 


LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS. 


Life  Contributors,  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards. 


Ashurst,  Richard 
Jlstley,  Thomas 
Allen,  Solomon 
Ashurst,  Mrs.  R. 
Bennet,  Titus 
Brown,  David  Paul 
Bartram,  Rebecca  S. 
Bird,  Charles 
Biniiey,  Horace 
Brown,  Joseph  D. 
Butler,  Thomas 
Burd,  Edward 
Bispham,  John  B. 
Blight,  George 
Brown,  William 
Beck,  Paul,  Jr. 

Bettle,  Samuel 
Bacon,  Joseph 
Biddle,  Thomas 
Boyd,  William 
Birch,  TVillium  Y. 
Buckman,  John 
Borie,  J.  J. 

Brown,  John  A. 

Cooke,  John 
Clark,  John  Y. 

Cope,  Thomas  P. 

Cope,  Israel 
Cresson,  Sarah 
Chambers,  Mrs.  J. 
Chancellor,  Hannah 
Cope,  Alfred 
Chauncey,  Charles 
Collins,  Isaac 
Connelly,  Jacob 
Coleman,  Edward 
Cox,  John 
Connor,  Thomas  G. 
Carswell,  Margaret  W. 


Cunningham,  Elizabeth 
Cornly,  Samuel 
Diver,  Joseph 
Duval,  James  S. 
Dickinson,  Sally  N. 
Dugan,  Joseph 
Dyott,  T.  W. 

Dawson,  Josiah 
Dunn,  Nathan 
Ely,  Ezra  Stiles,  D.  D. 
Earp,  Robert 
Earp,  Thomas 
Plverly,  Adam 
Earp,  George 
Ely,  Joseph 
Finley,  Jlnthony 
Fassitt,  Thomas 
P'assitt,  James 
Fottcrall,  S.  E. 

P'itch,  Thomas 
Fisher,  James  C. 

Fling,  Wm.  B. 

Grigg,  John 
Guest,  E. 

Guest,  Ji. 

Grandom,  Hartt 
Grimke,  Sarah 
Garrigues,  Isaac  B. 
Hunt,  Uriah 
Hogan,  James 
Hoilinirshead,  Hu^h  F. 
Hulme,  Thomas 
Henry,  Alexander 
Handy,  George 
Hamilton,  James 
Harvey,  Samuel 
Humphries,  Richard 
Harris,  Leoelt 
Hudson,  Edward 


Those  printed  in  italics  are  dead. 
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Hemphill,  Joseph 
Hanse,  Conrad 
Hill,  Charles 
Hutchinson,  Mahlon 
Hilyard,  Mbrulutjn 
Hildeburn,  Samuel 
Henry,  John  S. 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R. 

Jones,  Samuel  VV. 

Jackson,  Washington 
James,  Thomas  C.,  M.  D. 
Johnson,  Alexander  W. 
Jones,  B.,  Chestnut  street. 
Jones,  Isaac  C. 

Ingram,  William 
Kimber,  Thomas 
Keith,  Samuel 
Keller,  Conrad 
Kuhl,  Henry 
Kelly,  Thomas 
Knight,  Daniel 
Kohne,  Frederick 
Kuhn,  Hartman 
Little,  Henry 
Longacre,  James  B. 
Longstreth,  Joshua 
iMwrence,  Isaac 
Lloyd,  Isaac  S. 

Lex,  Jacob 
Lesley,  J. 

Lyle,  James 
Lamb,  Lemuel 
Langstreth,  C.  S. 

M‘Dowell,  Joseph 
Morris,  George 
Aleade,  Richard  IV. 

Morris,  Isaac  JV. 

Alarkoe,  John 
Montgomery,  James,  I).  D. 
Moss,  John 
M‘Euen,  Thomas 
Miller,  Abraham 
Melizette,  J.  M. 

Morris,  Stephen  P. 

A1‘  Glinsey,  IVilliam 
Alaybin,  John 
Morris,  Catharine  W. 
M‘Clurg,  Alexander 


Newkirk,  Matthew 
Patterson,  Joseph 
Platt,  William 
Price,  Richard 
Paul,  Joseph  M. 
Parrish,  Joseph,  M.  1). 
Paul,  John 
Poivell,  Martha 
Pepper,  George 
Paul,  James 
Richardson,  John 
Ralston,  Robert 
Ralston,  Robert,  Jr. 
Richards,  Samuel 
Ridgway,  Jacob 
Rush,  I^ewis 
Reese,  Jacob 
Rakostraw,  John 
Rogers,  William  E. 
Roberts,  Charles 
Robertson,  Gilbert 
Richards,  Thomas  S. 
Rogers,  Evans 
Roach,  Isaac 
Ralston,  George 
Sergeant,  John 
Sheaff,  John  D. 

Sellers,  Samuel 
Savage,  John 
Schott,  James 
Stille,  John 
Siemen,  Paid 
Stevenson,  William 
Symington,  Alexander 
Shober,  Samuel  L. 
Scott,  John  M. 

Spenser,  James  S. 
Smith,  Daniel  B. 

Spohn,  William 
Smith,  James 
Stewardson,  Thomas 
Swaim,  William 
Short,  William 
Sykes,  Robert  W. 

Siter,  John,  Jr. 

SheafF,  George 
Seybert,  Henry 
Smith,  Joseph  P. 
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Shoher,  Susan 
Sharpless,  B. 

Tanner,  Henry  S. 
Taylor,  Amos 
Taylor,  Charles 
Tilgliman,  fVilliam 
Vanderkemp,  J.  J. 
Weaver,  Elijah 
Wardle,  Thomas 
Warner,  Joseph 
Williams,  George 
ff’etherill,  Samuel 
Weir,  Silas  E. 

Will  iamson,  Jesse 
Wetherill,  J.  Price 
Wharton,  Charles,  jr. 


Woelppei\  David 
Wistar,  Thomas 
Wistar,  Bartholomew 
Wharton,  Robert 
White,  John 
Watson,  Joseph 
Watson,  James 
Wood,  Joseph 
Wampole,  Isaac 
Warder,  John 
Wilcocks,  Benjamin  C. 
White,  Ambrose 
Yarnall,  Ellis 
Yarnall,  B.  H. 
Yardley,  Wm.,  jr. 

Zell,  Thomas 


ANNUAL  CONTRIBUTORS,  1839. 


Barclay,  J.  J. 
Barclay,  C. 
Barclay,  H. 

Bacon,  John 
Buehler,  T. 

Bell,  Dr.  J. 

Cowell,  John  V. 
Cash,  A.  D. 

Culin,  John 
Carey,  Henry  C. 
Davidson,  William 
Donath,  Joseph 
Ellison,  J.  B. 

Fox,  C.  P. 
Fontanges,  P.  F. 
Flickwir,  D.  Henry 
Goodman,  John 
Graff,  Charles 
Hart,  John  V. 
Hazard,  Samuel 
Hoeckley,  J.  F. 
Hodge,  Dr. 
Hartshorne,  Dr. 
Hill,  Artemus 
Janney,  Dr.  B.  S. 
Kroll,  Ernest 


Lewis,  Wm.  D. 
Jjewis,  John  F. 
Laguercnne,  P.  L. 
Lentz,  Henry 
Mitchell,  Thomas 
Miller,  Jacob 
Moore,  Dr.  J.  W. 
M‘Calla,  Wm.  L. 
M‘Call,  P. 

Mayer,  P.  F.,  D.  D. 
O’Connor,  Ann  C. 
Paxson,  Timothy 
Perott,  J. 

Phillips,  Wm. 
Poulson,  C.  A. 
Reeves,  Benjamin 
Reath,  Thomas 
Rosett,  John 
Stewardson,  George 
Steinmetz,  Elizabeth 
Smith,  Wm.  S. 
Trotter,  Joseph 
Toland,  Geo.  W. 
Williams,  Henry  J. 
Wurts,  Wm. 


